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Hi there friend! I’m Sema martin, a self-taught color pencil artist, and

for the past eight years, I've dedicated myself to using color pencils daily

to create portrait commissions and refine my skills. Throughout this

journey, I've gained a lot of knowledge about various types of color

pencils and discovered which ones best complement my drawing style.

When I first began drawing, I started with a small tin of Derwent

drawing pencils. These were perfect for getting started and offered an

affordable way to develop my skills as a color pencil artist. However, as I

experimented with other brands, I realized the importance of investing

in higher-quality pencils. The more expensive options provided

significantly better saturation and depth, enhancing my artwork.

In this PDF, I’ll share the color pencil brands I love to use, along with the

other materials and must-have technology and studio equipment that

are essential to my creative process. I’ll also explain how I use them,

based on my experiences and the evolution of my style. Remember,

there’s no right or wrong way to use these materials—what matters is

finding your own unique approach.

With so many different brands of color pencils available, it can be

challenging to determine which ones are right for you and your style.

I've tried several and have narrowed it down to my two favorite brands,

which I’m sure many of you will agree with.SE
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I think these are by far the best pencils I have ever
used. They are highly pigmented and excellent for
detail work. They are also lightfast, so the colors won't
fade over time, making them perfect for combining
with other textured mediums like pastels or wax-based
pencils. The black pencil is my favorite for portrait
commissions because it’s very deep and covers the
paper beautifully. I also love the variety of browns and
grays, which are perfect for drawing fur and make
color matching a breeze. Their cool grays are ideal for
drawing white fur.

You don’t need to start with the full 120-pencil set
since there are many colors you might not use if you’re
just drawing animals. I started with the 36-pencil tin
set and then bought other pencils individually.

Faber Castell Polychromos

I noticed many other artists using these pencils, and I
was amazed by the bright, beautiful quality they
produced. Yes, they are expensive, but I guarantee they
are worth every penny. You can find smaller sets
online, but I saved up and bought the full set of 76
pencils, and I'm so glad I did.
This set includes many useful colors that I had never
used or even seen in other brands. These pencils are
wax-based, making them excellent for creating base
layers for portraits. Their soft texture allows for quick
coverage of large areas. The brightness and vibrancy of
these pencils truly elevate your art to a whole new level
of beauty.

Caran d'Ache Luminance 6901

I recently purchased the full set of these pencils after
initially using the white pencil for highlights and
whiskers in my portraits. I absolutely love how bright
and pigmented these pencils are, and they layer
beautifully over my luminance colors. The broad range
of amazing colors is perfect for any subject.
These pencils remind me of Polychromos in terms of
hardness, making them ideal for fine lines and details.
They have quickly become my must-have for any color
pencil artist looking to expand their collection with a
fantastic new brand.

Caran d'Ache Pablo

​These are Amazon Affiliate links which helps to fund this learning platform for artists. We appreciate any support you provide.
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000EWYCX0/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000EWYCX0&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=d19a776cc666cff2efb4f0ef69fbec0c&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000EWYCX0/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000EWYCX0&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=d19a776cc666cff2efb4f0ef69fbec0c&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000EWYCX0/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000EWYCX0&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=d19a776cc666cff2efb4f0ef69fbec0c&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000EWYCX0/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000EWYCX0&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=d19a776cc666cff2efb4f0ef69fbec0c&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00S1GTDDU/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00S1GTDDU&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=5adf8722a3925d1a8547c8e9dbb99b8e&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000EWYCX0/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000EWYCX0&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=d19a776cc666cff2efb4f0ef69fbec0c&tag=semamartinpet-20
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I recommend this set for drawing any animals with
white or black fur. Start by blocking in the colors, then
use your colored pencils to add the fur details on top.
Finish with a fixative to complete your artwork.

Pan Pastel Greys Set

I recommend this set for drawing backgrounds and
landscapes. Start by blocking in the colors, then use
your colored pencils to draw the fur details over the
top. Finish with a fixative to seal your work.

Pan Pastels Greens Set

I recommend this set for drawing most animal fur
types. Begin by blocking in the colors, then use your
colored pencils to add the fur details on top. Finish
with a fixative to complete your artwork.

Pan Pastel Browns Set

​These are Amazon Affiliate links which helps to fund this learning platform for artists. We appreciate any support you provide.

Pan pastels have revolutionized my portrait work. I use them as the base layer, blocking in mid-tones and the darkest
areas. Using the soft knife tools, I apply the pastel in a circular motion, smoothing it out to ensure no white shows
through the paper. Afterward, I layer on my luminance colors as usual, and finish with Polychromos and Pablos for the
details.
While these pastels are on the pricier side, their high pigmentation means you only need to use a small amount. I
recommend the three sets listed below, which are perfect for drawing any type of animal.

Sofft Knives - Sofft Knives are one of the ways you can
apply the pan pastel on your chosen surface, they give
the most accuracy with the application and I prefer it
rather than using a sponge or brush. Applying in a
circular motion helps them blend into the paper well. 
Covers - You can buy extra covers for your sofft knives.
Use a seperate cover for each colour when applying to
your paper.
Sofft Mini Applicators - These are perfect for those
little details and there are so many of them you don't
have to worry about muddying your colours.

Pastel Tools
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B002JKQUTY/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B002JKQUTY&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=ec7c1068e6989943ed48b8a95a44fd14&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001PP9QKY/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B001PP9QKY&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=634259bbd6f9e9fe0e6c6e7c66015ce5&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B007JV8XJI/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B007JV8XJI&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=fedfce2956c109e1e713c3176cf658d0&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B007JV8XJI/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B007JV8XJI&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=fedfce2956c109e1e713c3176cf658d0&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001PP9QKY/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B001PP9QKY&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=634259bbd6f9e9fe0e6c6e7c66015ce5&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B002JKQUTY/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B002JKQUTY&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=ec7c1068e6989943ed48b8a95a44fd14&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00S1GTDDU/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00S1GTDDU&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=5adf8722a3925d1a8547c8e9dbb99b8e&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00S1GTDDU/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00S1GTDDU&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=5adf8722a3925d1a8547c8e9dbb99b8e&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://amzn.to/3wTHqDm
https://amzn.to/3wTHqDm
https://amzn.to/3Km8sGE
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Jakar Electric Pencil Sharpener - automatically stops
when the pencil is sharp. cannot sharpen certain
pencil brands such as Caran d’Ache and Derwent.
Jakar Brass Double Hole Sharpener - This is such a
beautiful piece of equipment. I love the weight of it and
it is very easy to use. It creates a beautiful sharp point
and can fit all brands.
Faber Castell Trio Sharpening Box - It as three
separate-sized holes but I don't think it is useful for
sharpening the Luminance pencils. Very helpful for
when your pencils are too small for the other larger
sharpeners. 

Sharpeners

Daler & Rowney Smooth Heavyweight - Thick, good for
layering, off-white, affordable for beginners to practice.
Winsor & Newton Bristol Board Extra Smooth -
brighter paper, high quality, and very smooth.
Clairefontaine Bristol Extra White - brilliant for
holding many layers and very bright.
Strathmore Bristol - high quality, US sizing, totally in
love with this paper as it can hold a lot of layers.
Canson Imagine Mixed Media 200g - Available in very
large sizes and good quality paper.

Paper

​These are Amazon Affiliate links which helps to fund this learning platform for artists. We appreciate any support you provide.

Papermania 3-Piece Embossing Tool - indent tools are
perfect for creating whiskers and stray hairs.
Derwent rechargeable eraser - Small end perfect for
eye reflections and whiskers.
Zest It Pencil Blend - perfect for creating a solid base
layer to work from. Make sure it is left overnight to
completely dry before you work over the top. Cannot
use indent tools with this process. 
Faber-Castell Dusting Brush 1600 - This is the best tool
to keep your paper clean and avoid any smudge marks
and fingerprints all over your beautiful artwork.
Frog Tape - I use this low tack tape for securing my
portraits to the table as I draw. This doesn't leave any
residue and comes off really easily once I am done.

Tools
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jakar-Electric-Pencil-Sharpener/dp/B004QXE1RK?crid=1UQM48ZWS1YN4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KfnjVmVOqwG5-2E2E50vTUtz8AbbgqQx0mF-3374AfgQuiVp-dzIKLBVNEKni88OUnGkMMM6wn8_xhocVoPC4Dq_xIqGafRAXUDTUo3GIaFO6m5yWp1eIJ1Xgser6IV2tCYbW1oqaOpS7t6sUuK9RP9t5TCTon75XiXLRX9j2vtHY6Vqlt_hj_n_eIO8YIl1E1MYYfgnt6nj30if79qL0HEc08gYqZWwrEGYDtsNWST_T6wXJfrh9dfaacEjrwq0yx10lSR-9cnk8_H8RSgEavgrKEtKG5WLMKhEOvII0_8.YxvDJWADhqfWUaCBseeiwRZGMSfvqnVBPmzYHUjItjE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Jakar%2BElectric%2BPencil%2BSharpener&qid=1708877471&s=officeproduct&sprefix=jakar%2Belectric%2Bpencil%2Bsharpener%2B%2Coffice-products%2C99&sr=1-4&th=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=7868ecee036a125cae4f7be66aa28537&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jakar-Electric-Pencil-Sharpener/dp/B004QXE1RK?crid=1UQM48ZWS1YN4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KfnjVmVOqwG5-2E2E50vTUtz8AbbgqQx0mF-3374AfgQuiVp-dzIKLBVNEKni88OUnGkMMM6wn8_xhocVoPC4Dq_xIqGafRAXUDTUo3GIaFO6m5yWp1eIJ1Xgser6IV2tCYbW1oqaOpS7t6sUuK9RP9t5TCTon75XiXLRX9j2vtHY6Vqlt_hj_n_eIO8YIl1E1MYYfgnt6nj30if79qL0HEc08gYqZWwrEGYDtsNWST_T6wXJfrh9dfaacEjrwq0yx10lSR-9cnk8_H8RSgEavgrKEtKG5WLMKhEOvII0_8.YxvDJWADhqfWUaCBseeiwRZGMSfvqnVBPmzYHUjItjE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Jakar%2BElectric%2BPencil%2BSharpener&qid=1708877471&s=officeproduct&sprefix=jakar%2Belectric%2Bpencil%2Bsharpener%2B%2Coffice-products%2C99&sr=1-4&th=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=7868ecee036a125cae4f7be66aa28537&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.jacksonsart.com/jakar-brass-double-hole-pencil-sharpener-round-shape?___store=jacksonsart_en&acc=9adeb82fffb5444e81fa0ce8ad8afe7a
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Faber-Castell-Trio-Pencil-Sharpener-Silver/dp/B0009WFNY2?crid=2S05E83HPTI7M&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pltyeci2Izqn06dO44yt2F8sfSf4ISnmCzE_HMscZ03EEWAs1KlUTVQ1CMN5TWgunkPjZKPo2sU4XRZJJiy_bhKF9ym62QMYgZfMqu2lj_gJjSPbHOVGAVPDAlZjMgN-XjAT_Ix2Ea2n-E7JmzmmveM9ixEQTZTNoHeo21u2Q53N-d51vJZJ3ppbc3WgOBEuc4qskPss5uiPE4T6T4D9H4vKYM0-yLTto7EwCmWxQdUywEBpehUDRgVbvUot1Vb32NKgM3n2WDrRJVu7CxQmIeD3Iws5e5ALdDwR6bNcOo8.fQWYaBiZ2tjRpypTtv2W6kyQmPEKb_dJPQtCVTyqsDE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Faber+Castell+Trio+Sharpening+Box&qid=1708877617&s=officeproduct&sprefix=faber+castell+trio+sharpening+box+%2Coffice-products%2C138&sr=1-2&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=98fa2f557e692e5606d7277b3219084c&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Faber-Castell-Trio-Pencil-Sharpener-Silver/dp/B0009WFNY2?crid=2S05E83HPTI7M&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pltyeci2Izqn06dO44yt2F8sfSf4ISnmCzE_HMscZ03EEWAs1KlUTVQ1CMN5TWgunkPjZKPo2sU4XRZJJiy_bhKF9ym62QMYgZfMqu2lj_gJjSPbHOVGAVPDAlZjMgN-XjAT_Ix2Ea2n-E7JmzmmveM9ixEQTZTNoHeo21u2Q53N-d51vJZJ3ppbc3WgOBEuc4qskPss5uiPE4T6T4D9H4vKYM0-yLTto7EwCmWxQdUywEBpehUDRgVbvUot1Vb32NKgM3n2WDrRJVu7CxQmIeD3Iws5e5ALdDwR6bNcOo8.fQWYaBiZ2tjRpypTtv2W6kyQmPEKb_dJPQtCVTyqsDE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Faber+Castell+Trio+Sharpening+Box&qid=1708877617&s=officeproduct&sprefix=faber+castell+trio+sharpening+box+%2Coffice-products%2C138&sr=1-2&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=98fa2f557e692e5606d7277b3219084c&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Daler-Rowney-Heavyweight-Cartridge-220gm/dp/B003LPPUOC?crid=116U53QIGXUM5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.GhrAo3SAMsrpo0wt0AJDUukpU9u5oeACiI9HfCuBXvPomQzR_qMpQ3EBllV0wMITaT16R1T-nf56r3OjwA-VUCZU0416bRbbXziOrnq8W7RT-k-5LnXQFdaTW4zvHZqY2SnBgDernZEHhFZrwDeg0riKFmOpzESm_KpbsulOxoY8zK3ryTfZgOsFR3oGhYTliSomyX46ESRT7PpmfXayl3syYOGX_OOwJ8n4bmk0ymUZN3swohrDwcKEE6-eJvdBTAG4KOudVv1hwJGsffKFC8k1akTCIrn1pmlqSZPoOfA.F77Yv-N_EbqK4NoEoJPfnX_aB4QBxYTSlhc1K5X0GKE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Daler+%26+Rowney+Smooth+Heavyweight&qid=1708877739&rdc=1&s=officeproduct&sprefix=daler+%26+rowney+smooth+heavyweight%2Coffice-products%2C105&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=3b211fcc43ea4b6e185d0b555e411ac1&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Winsor-Newton-Smooth-Bristol-Gummed/dp/B0012RI6X8?crid=3HFWWZM7KRWLN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wn4Sh_fDjDFgsReM9CoBHddMxNaocKfsqnJEuJe2RN5rLTITgJGa0ucfaQo2PExCmJhdEsOjj6dUq4q0c-g9EJk-o7yH-MBZdXiovx_q0P9SVnNl0-3YLy48tCNjk88wnPYw4KashOC4C9BUcVKAjxEczT5haJgKDBNdD-NXkFqmsSUYHWPAA7OJ_4odnIe0LMgpMRQpROaJVF-HEGXLSFoj9yY3i_2K6K8g46Oh4P5ptBsSZvg6m7EQ5FIeobHN3Bq0gZN5qiV6AOnSLUVvmDI3OI0JrFM1XiISevLpNXM.mx-HYgI19Sw-ZMgFZ_EarrSTYEjFWhrXoUjNboQ9C0c&dib_tag=se&keywords=Winsor+%26+Newton+Bristol+Board+Extra+Smooth&qid=1708877800&s=officeproduct&sprefix=winsor+%26+newton+bristol+board+extra+smooth%2Coffice-products%2C79&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=9a26597c0c326cc5e4e07021f020359f&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Clairefontaine-Bristol-Extra-White-Sheets/dp/B0018BXZL6?crid=1KPRZWZK3RZ3W&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1rjFukrtFFNZiUhgmif-tTg3LAz8yfx5yT-ViRBokKPcH7Rid7t_iBHN4kAQh5vnpNiJ-g90P9-IYW12rWgV_eNubTl0cC5MrpurZfvYwtpFP_xQsk3GH5cCf68C0Mm-zGdjcv-gsYdFOvNrqauelszhzc92uBv8huW7_iQNG_4nOqaSudJFvpjG1yAept829V1Dl9_SWS3gabfKvOae3qV_wPOLQKf1eDtOmGFl6xmSV196whtnsLriBfVzzOns.hG0D6RPCcX_jBroqUtMpu7QEH4HJfHhLvtCqRUvhR2k&dib_tag=se&keywords=FRISK+Bristol+Board&qid=1708877954&rdc=1&s=officeproduct&sprefix=frisk+bristol+board%2Coffice-products%2C97&sr=1-31&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=a726195595fee52cc8a1126e042c72e9&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pro-Art-Strathmore-Bristol-Smooth-12-inch/dp/B00254AU8Q?crid=3HFWWZM7KRWLN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wn4Sh_fDjDFgsReM9CoBHddMxNaocKfsqnJEuJe2RN5rLTITgJGa0ucfaQo2PExCmJhdEsOjj6dUq4q0c-g9EJk-o7yH-MBZdXiovx_q0P9SVnNl0-3YLy48tCNjk88wnPYw4KashOC4C9BUcVKAjxEczT5haJgKDBNdD-NXkFqmsSUYHWPAA7OJ_4odnIe0LMgpMRQpROaJVF-HEGXLSFoj9yY3i_2K6K8g46Oh4P5ptBsSZvg6m7EQ5FIeobHN3Bq0gZN5qiV6AOnSLUVvmDI3OI0JrFM1XiISevLpNXM.mx-HYgI19Sw-ZMgFZ_EarrSTYEjFWhrXoUjNboQ9C0c&dib_tag=se&keywords=Winsor+%26+Newton+Bristol+Board+Extra+Smooth&qid=1708877841&rdc=1&s=officeproduct&sprefix=winsor+%26+newton+bristol+board+extra+smooth%2Coffice-products%2C79&sr=1-12&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=e666314ce09f2c81677023865b7901da&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B00CSLIBZK?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=aded284a9fb4efc71dfec90564101994&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000EWYCX0/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000EWYCX0&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=d19a776cc666cff2efb4f0ef69fbec0c&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00S1GTDDU/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00S1GTDDU&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=5adf8722a3925d1a8547c8e9dbb99b8e&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00S1GTDDU/ref=as_li_tl?camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00S1GTDDU&ie=UTF8&linkCode=as2&linkId=5adf8722a3925d1a8547c8e9dbb99b8e&tag=semamartinpet-20
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Zest-Pencil-Blend-Citrus-125ml/dp/B01IFMBYLI?crid=NO1HF34JCUJC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.E4GGGyeT_eO0sIU0OXbp4zDG1dgM-EZef4M9Wpo29XOQyhtVOgnVhlT6BxeVLu-b5OFlams_ZEczU0SG9mgDOi-oFZC9Ve8X0N5ZjsQH5QpRjDKmaFIViAmMFCM0rfFOckz--z9X3Lv8Xov0sDgsWyNWEQ6EA8KeNgabclMb26fZ-nPd4JVdTJ7pTnOsMh5wJPPShyL9DleK-miIdUQoE_WMocfdtIx-_aaU1YKd79jYHfLmo_tY6AZSLISHv4lalIpO1pfowsiB0qTBZqgIsfQtp8M_RjlHNZ0v-tKpRO8.qbTbj-5W3Bl8vuLCM_5gir5GPQvBj8WYyfVft6gU6rE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Zest+It+Pencil+Blend&qid=1708877667&s=officeproduct&sprefix=zest+it+pencil+blend+%2Coffice-products%2C86&sr=1-3&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=4ae5b47695984be1782280daa1a88547&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Zest-Pencil-Blend-Citrus-125ml/dp/B01IFMBYLI?crid=NO1HF34JCUJC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.E4GGGyeT_eO0sIU0OXbp4zDG1dgM-EZef4M9Wpo29XOQyhtVOgnVhlT6BxeVLu-b5OFlams_ZEczU0SG9mgDOi-oFZC9Ve8X0N5ZjsQH5QpRjDKmaFIViAmMFCM0rfFOckz--z9X3Lv8Xov0sDgsWyNWEQ6EA8KeNgabclMb26fZ-nPd4JVdTJ7pTnOsMh5wJPPShyL9DleK-miIdUQoE_WMocfdtIx-_aaU1YKd79jYHfLmo_tY6AZSLISHv4lalIpO1pfowsiB0qTBZqgIsfQtp8M_RjlHNZ0v-tKpRO8.qbTbj-5W3Bl8vuLCM_5gir5GPQvBj8WYyfVft6gU6rE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Zest+It+Pencil+Blend&qid=1708877667&s=officeproduct&sprefix=zest+it+pencil+blend+%2Coffice-products%2C86&sr=1-3&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=4ae5b47695984be1782280daa1a88547&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://amzn.to/3x4vU7Y
https://amzn.to/4cfpTVh


T E C H N O L O G Y  &  F I L M I N G

Super Thin A3 Light Box  - This is used to trace the
outline of my pet portraits. The A3 size is best for me
as it covers most sizes that I offer. For larger sizes I
trace in sections. 
Samsung Galaxy Tab - I love to use a large screen like a
tablet to draw my portraits from. This is so I can easily
zoom in and out of my reference photos and see all the
details I need for my realistic work. 
Canon Flatbed Scanner - This is a small A4 scanner but
you can scan larger artworks in sections and
automatically join them together in Photoshop. I scan
in 600 dpi so I can make high-quality prints of my
artwork. 

Technology

Filming

​These are Amazon Affiliate links which helps to fund this learning platform for
artists. We appreciate any support you provide.

Sony ZV-E10 - This has been an incredible camera for
filming tutorials and videos for the Learn My Craft
platform. You don't need to get anything more
expensive than this unless you are making a movie!
Canon EOS camera - This is a great budget-friendly
camera for product photos, progress photos, and
videos. 
Manfrotto Camera Arm - I use this to set up overhead
filming. It is a very strong arm and can easily carry my
DSLR and my Sony cameras. 
Neewar ring light - For portable filming around the
studio and for reels. It is very bright and fits both my
phone and either of my cameras. 
Hyperx S Microphone - Used for recording audio for
my tutorials, reels and any other voiceovers. It is really
easy to use and you can get an adapter that connects
straight to your phone.
Softbox lights - I use these when I am filming reels,
YouTube videos, and courses. They are great at lighting
up a room.
Camera Desk Mount - This is perfect for securing my
camera or phone to my desk for filming.
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https://amzn.to/3wIJ3DT
https://amzn.to/4bYW9LR
https://amzn.to/3WZIb8p
https://amzn.to/3KmS2gU
https://learnmycraft.com/
https://amzn.to/452agxV
https://amzn.to/3x1kNg3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Neewer-Camera-Photo-Video-Lightning/dp/B01N0OJPXC?keywords=neewer+ring+light&qid=1673226007&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1&smid=A2DS2VOFB8OBIV&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=c352d2f2e79bef14d130c06740d57e83&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08G8WH435?_encoding=UTF8&th=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=d1d182c571c7720402ab4e84661c759c&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://amzn.to/3VkhhXq
https://amzn.to/3wKgINr


S T O R A G E  &  P A C K A G I N G

When packaging and sending commissions, I include a
variety of printed materials such as:

Certificates of Authenticity – To authenticate the
commission.
Artwork Care Guide – Useful information for the
customer on how to take care of their artwork.
Business Card – For the customer to give out to
friends or relatives.
Thank You Notes – To thank the customer for their
support and trust in commissioning your art.
Sticker of Logo – To use for wrapping the
commission in acid-free tissue paper, or on the
front of the box. Something extra.

Presentation Folder - This is where I put all my inserts
so they are not loose within the packaging.
Packing & Sending - Click HERE for all my packaging
materials used to send my pet portrait commissions. 
Black boxes - I am collaborating with Tiny Box who sell
the black presentation boxes. They go up to size A3 and
are available in 3 colours. You can use the code
ARTISTSM10 for 10% off.

Drawing Desk - I love this drawing desk because I
prefer to draw on an incline. I used to use a tabletop
drawing board but this built-in version is so much
better and more stable. I added plexiglass over the top
to protect the surface and to make it more durable.
Bookcase Desks - I've used these for either side of my
drawing board and then placed my pencils on the
shelves so I can easily see all of my colours as I draw.
mini table bin - I use for pencil sharpenings, gives a
pop of bright orange and gold

Perspex pencil/pen holders - I keep the pencils and
pens in the main sections and pan-pastels underneath.
For years I have used wooden pencil drawers. They are
good, but it was time for a change. I wanted something
where the pencils could be the star of the show, visible
and on display and easy to quickly access whilst I drew.
When you have as many pencils as I do now, that isn’t
easy to achieve.

Pencil Storage

Surfaces

​These are Amazon Affiliate links which helps to fund this learning platform for
artists. We appreciate any support you provide.
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https://learnmycraft.com/product/certificate-of-authenticity-template-pack/
https://www.printed.com/cards-and-invitations/postcards
https://www.moo.com/us/business-cards
https://www.printed.com/cards-and-invitations/postcards
https://www.printed.com/stickers-and-labels/stickers
https://www.printed.com/business-stationery/presentation-folders
https://learnmycraft.com/artwork-shipping-boxes-and-packing-supplies/
https://learnmycraft.com/artwork-shipping-boxes-and-packing-supplies/
https://www.tinyboxcompany.co.uk/catalogsearch/result/?q=Presentation%20gift%20box
https://www.tinyboxcompany.co.uk/catalogsearch/result/?q=Presentation%20gift%20box
https://amzn.to/4bzAnPi
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B09VXGW5W9?ie=UTF8&psc=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=bfb6d5307384b14c2c66de1cf056e222&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B0882ZDR3L?ie=UTF8&psc=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=7253d59beaeb4f0f6f81166537549356&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/PanPastel-Ultra-Artist-Pastel-Pkg-Skin/dp/B01IBX3C9I?keywords=pan+pastels&qid=1673227190&sr=8-6&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=07d17abcc944bbae1df55215f4b96e4b&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/MEEDEN-10-Drawer-Artist-Supply-Storage/dp/B087ZGFL7L?keywords=wooden+pencil+drawers&qid=1673226848&sprefix=wooden+pencil+draw%2Caps%2C206&sr=8-19&linkCode=ll1&tag=semamartin-21&linkId=961441889a4fb00fabdbdab74b009f5a&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl


B O O K S  &  T E M P L A T E S

www.learnmycraft.com

Commission Ledger for Artists
Keep track of your art commission sales and

coordinate your waiting list. 

How do artists make money?
25 Revenue streams for artists to thrive and

grow.

Tag us on socia l  media and get  a  share by  using the

hashtag # learnmycraf t

To learn more arts  and craf ts  ski l ls ,  v is i t :

 www. learnmycraf t .com

Or fol low us on socia l  media @learnmycraf t

Practice Journal Pet Portrait Edition
100 Daily Exercises for Artists.

Art is my career - How to start an art business.
Learn how to make money from doing what you

love.
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https://amzn.to/3X7mZNE
https://amzn.to/4aFjFwB
https://amzn.to/3V3ZK4q
https://learnmycraft.com/product/art-is-my-career-hardback/
https://amzn.to/4aFjFwB
https://amzn.to/3X7mZNE
http://www.learnmycraft.com/
https://amzn.to/3V3ZK4q
https://learnmycraft.com/product/art-is-my-career-hardback/

